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& Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, "Behold 
J lay in Zion for à Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, @ precious corner Stone, a ſure Founda- 
tion: he that believeth, ſhall not make haſte.” 


IsAIAk xxviii. 16. 
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«© Therefore thus ſaith the Lord God, Bebold 
1 lay in Zion for a Foundation, a Stone, a tried 
Stone, a precious corner Stone, a ſure Founda- 
tion: be that believeth, ſhall not make haſte.” 


Isa1an xxviii. 16. 
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HESE are the words of the 
Lord, ſpoken by his prophet 
Ifaiah. * Behold I lay in Zion for 
a foundation, a ſtone, a tried ſtone, 
a precious corner ſtone, a ſure foun- 
dation : he that believeth, ſhall not 
make haſte,” Thus, my dear Bre- 
thren, are we aſſembled to lay the 
ſtone for a foundation of grace in 


our hearts, But I ſhall not take up 
A 2 much 
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much of your time with enlarging 


upon the ſubject, ſo much as the 
extent of its glorious nature would 
admit. I will only make ſome few 
obſervations on the general intention 


of this Chapel, and afterwards con- 


clude with obſerving, what are the 
particulars of its eſtabliſhment. My 
reaſon for being now ſo brief is, that 
[ would give an opportunity for 
others to give their ſentiments on 
this ſubject, who may probably have 


it in their intention. 


My dear Brethren, the ſtone which 


I have now laid, I truſt and hope it 


will be the foundation of grace and 
happineſs to this multitude, which 
are here aſſembled on the glorious 
occaſion, If grace has but its foun- 
dation in thy heart, the ſuperſtruc- 
ture will be obedience to your bleſſed 


Redeemer, Jeſus, when he laid the 
firſt 
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was ever dug from the mine. Thus 
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firſt ſtone of creation, built thereon 
the noble and glorious ſtructure of 
our redemption. The Lord ſaw the 
work was good, yea very good. 
Thus, my Brethren, I pray to God 
this Chapel may prove. For God 
knows my heart, I wiſh the build- 
ing may no longer ſtand than it is | 
found the tabernacle of grace and | 
confidence in the Lord. I ſee, I know } 
by the countenances, your hearts are | 
with me in this earneſt deſire. It is 
thus the ſtone which we have now 
laid, will prove the richeſt gem that 
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ye ſhall all be happy. Let grace but 
riſe in your hearts to deſtroy that 
monſter- ſin, and ye ſhall for ever 
reſt in peace with the Lord. O, my | 
dear Hearers, let me conjure ye to | 
break the cords of fin, and run into 
the arms of thy bleſſed Redeemer. 
It is with him alone you can find 
protection, He will lay the foun- 
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dation of every ſpiritual comfort that 


can either be enjoyed here or here- 


after. It is Jeſus, thy Redeemer, 
who muſt invite ye from fin before 
your hearts will be prepared for his 
heavenly ſpirit. Then ye will have 


grace in your hearts which will bring 


{forth obedience to thy Lord, 


But to illuſtrate my ſentiments, I 
find it frequently neceſſary to intro- 
_ duce a tale. 


. 
"IP 


Some years ago I was ſent for to 


a a poor man who was dying in the 
f ' 


arms of fin. He told me that I 
could be of no comfort to him. For 


he had enjoyed the world. All was 
over. He had no occaſion for prayer. 
His heart was impenetrable to grace. 
I begged him to have confidence in 
the Lord. But he was obdurate— 
ſay ing again, that his heart was as 
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impenetrable to grace, as the bed- 
ſtead on which he lay. Here is a 
picture of that miſerable being, who 
turns not to his Lord before he is 
not able to turn in his bed. Let this 
be a warning to ye, my dear Bre- 
thren. Seek the Lord betimes. If 
ye defer it until the evening of your 


day, the night of death may involve. 


ye in eternal miſery and darkneſs. 


Many of the world depend upon 
their morality and good works. But 
where is that morality and good 
works to be found which are worth 
of ſalvation? Who is there fo good 
or ſo moral as to be without ſin ? 
Where is the ſpotleſs man? Bring 
him before me, and I will acknow- 


ledge before ye all, he ſhall be ſaved. 
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But I know ye will all fay with me, | 
that man is not to be found. Then 
why, my dear Brethren, would ye 


think 


„ 


think or preſume to depend on your- 
dſelves? No! Let your dependence 

c˖ be on the foundation of grace to be 
a received from the Lord. Then, were 
v even thy ſoul ſtained with ſin as deep 
yas the die of the ſcarlet, give it to him, 
and his blood ſhall waſh it as pure 
gas the driven ſnow. However, let 
I none think I am preaching, or intend 
to preach, againſt morality and good 
works. No! God can tell my et- 
I 1 forts ſhall always be directed againſt 
«4 immorality and bad works. It is 
for this purpoſe I have now laid this 
firſt ſtone as a defence againſt ſin. 
It is thus, I hope to drive {in from 


all your hearts, 


But in this my intention let none 
imagine that I mean to ſet up this 
Chapel to draw aſide one individual 
from any other church. No, God 
forbid, My defire is to fee all 


churches 


C0 

7 united in the Lord. 
would be my greateſt comfort to 5 
them all meet in that heavenly Zion 
where the Lord himſelt laid dhe Kult 
ſtone. In having contributed my 
ſhare to this glorious work, I ſhould 
lay myſelf down with pleaſure to 
reſt, after 1 had bee 1 worn out with 
the care of thy ſalvation. Then my 
3 would indeed be complete. 

O, that I may once ſee ye, my dear 
Brethren, but in poſſeſſion of that 


heavenly Zion, where ſin and miſery 
is never found! 


But now I ſhall proceed to lay 
ſome few particulars * to the 
particular intention of this Chapel, 


with which I mean briefly to con- 
clude this diſcourſe. 


| 1 have obſerved that I have no in- 
tention on any other church. No 
B I have 
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I have a deſign on the Borough. I. 


mean to r all their houſes, houſes 


of paradiſe. By making them all 


tabernacles of grace, fin will be de- 


ſtroyed. The deſtruction of fin is 


the creation of happineſs. Miſery 
will there be no more. Huſbands 


{hall be bleſſed in their wives—wives 
in their huſbands, maſters in their 


families—families in their maſters, 
parents in their children—children' 
in their parents. All ſhall be united 
in the bonds of grace, peace, and 
happineſs. Thus it will appear that 


my deſign is not for perſonal emolu- 
ment. Had that been my intention, 


ſhould I have choſen to have fixed 


here my Chapel among the pooreſt 
of thoſe inhabitants, which the Bo- 
rough affords? No! I have no bu- 


finefs with the rich. It is the poor, 


who are helpleſs, that I would re- 
lieve and ſuccour, with that ſpiritual 
| com- 
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comfort which is ſo eſſential to their 


ſalvation. I want not your wealth. 
J want your ſouls that I may pre- 
ſent them an offering to the Lord. 
This is why I have always been par- 
tial to field-preaching. For it is 
there the poor can partake of all that 
I would wiſh to adminiſter for their 
relief. This is the reaſon that I have 
here choſen to fix my ſpiritual reſi- 


dence. Here thoſe who think it not 


too much to pay the toll, on a Sun- 
day, at the bridge, for profaning the 
ſabbath, will, for the ſame expence, 
have it in their power to pay their 


duties and obligations to their Re- 


dcemer. 


I know many perſons may cenſure 
this plain language as inconſiſtent 
with that elegance which ſhould a- 


dorn ſpiritual diſcourſes. But let 
them cenſure me, my Brethren. I 
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confeſs it is not my deſign to raiſe 


my words ſo bigh as to paſs over 


your heads. Your hearts is my aim. 
It is thoſe I would pierge with that 
heavenly grace, which muſt conſti- 
tute thy temporal and eternal happi- 
neſs. For this purpoſe I muſt ſpeak 
plain and intelligible. Ye muſt not 
only underſtand, but feel my ſenti- 
ments. Otherwiſe 1 ſhould preach, 
and ye would liſten in vain. But! 
hope, through the aſſiſtance of divine 
grace, io to convince your minds, 
and affect your hearts, that ye may 


all be ſenſible of the enormity of fin, 


and the beauty of perfection. See 


but the perfection of divine grace, 


and I hall behold ye all running as 
conyerts to the Lord. Then ye will, 


indeed, be all bleſſed. Then W. U 
your days of deſpair be turned ta 


confidence, your ſolicitude to peace, 


youre diſtreſs to comfort, and every 


pain 
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pain will be 2 for 1 its contrary 
Pleafure. 


Then what will be the riches and 
honours of the world to thine? You 
will be convinced with me, that riches 
and honours are not deſcrving our 
leaſt care, while our only care is to 


turn from fin, and be perfect. I de- 


ſpiſe riches and honours They have 
no charms for me. They are con- 
temptible baubles to tempt mankind 
from their ultimate and only purſuit 


of everlaſting bliſs. The riches of 


the Chriſtian is in proportion to the 
coffer of his heart being repleniſhed 
wich * and abedicnce 1 in the Lord, 


New I would . ſomething 
RE to thoſe uncharitable con- 
ſtructions which may be put on my 
conduct. It may be ſaid, that I have 
i” view more my 3 advantage 
„ EOS, than 
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than your ſpiritual welfare. But to 
prevent this aſſertion having any ſup- 
port, I have cauſed the temporal and 
pecuniary management to be repoſed 
with others. I will have no concern 
with it. Nor will I ever continue 


here longer than J am found deſery- 
ing of your confidence. Beſide, I 


.. have no time to attend to temporal 
affairs. My buſineſs is your cauſe with 


heaven. This is ſufficient for my en- 
tire attention. I only wiſh my labour 
and attention may be found effective. 
However, nothing ſhall be wanting 
on my part. My days are yours. Be 
ye inclined to profit, and my labours 
{hall be to ſupply ye with the means. 
It has been, and ſhall be, the great 
object of my wiſhes. I will never 


ceaſe to work in your ſalvation. 


Could I bear the reflection of having 
ſeen ſuch a multitude of ſinners, and 
not having ſtretched out a hand to 
7 ſave 


F 4 

fave them? Methinks I hear them 
cry, with Peter, Lord, firetch forth 
thy hand or we periſh. Behold the 
Lord's hand is always extended to 
ſave his people. It is your own neg- 
lect if ye periſh. But I truſt, through 
the mercy of the Lord, to ſee ye all 
reſting in peace and happineſs. Then 
this fabrick will have anſwered its 
intention. We ſhall not, this day, 
have laid the ſtone in vain. But ye 
muſt all run to the Lord. Ye muſt 
not loiter. He who delays his repen- 
tance, hazards his ſalvation. Incline 
yourſelves to be perfect, and ye ſurely 
fhall find grace. Ye have a merciful 
Lord, who will always liſten to the 
prayers of the penitent. Let this be 
your comfort and temptation to turn 
from your evil ways. Let every per- 
lon who is now remaining in the 
arms of ſin, conſider the miſery at- 
tendant on all- its imaginary plea- 

ſures. 
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fores. Are they not all delufive ? 
Are they not all attended either with 
diſappointment and remorſe ? Surely 


ye cannot have a greater temptation 


to turn from fin, than to contraſt. 


this with the happineſs of perfection. 
Make the compariſon, and ye muſt 
become the converts of grace. hat 
ve may all prove thus happily re- 
ſtored + from the bondage of fin, is 


the hope and confidence wich which 


I I now conclude. Ty 
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